
Note from Our Pastor 
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January 1, 2011 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In Revelation, St. John records these words from God Himself:  “Behold, I am making all 

things new.” (Rev. 21) 

God encourages us with these words by affirming to us; first of all, that He is at work in our 
lives.  We don’t have to face the challenges and struggles of human existence by ourselves.  
God says, “I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you.” (John 14)  That’s important 
for us to hear and take to heart as we enter 2011.  Many of the problems and challenges in 
our families, with our work, and concerning our health will carry over into the New Year.  
The celebration and euphoria of a New Year quickly passes as we wake to face the harsh 
realities that are still part of our lives.  In the challenges of life, many people think of Job 
and the unbelievable tragedy he faced in life.  Yet at the end of Job, he will say to the Lord, 
“I know that You can do all things, and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted. ”(Job 42)  
St. Paul urges us not to lose heart, “though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is 
being renewed day by day.”(2 Cor. 4)  St. Paul is beautifully speaking of the work of God in 
our life through the Holy Spirit.  Yes, we wake to face the battles of life; but God stands by 
our side.  Our faith strengthened through Word and Sacrament Ministry enables us to hold 
on to the promises of God and to look with hope to the future.  The writer of Hebrews says, 
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is   

faithful.” (Heb. 10) 

Yes, we firmly believe by faith that Almighty God is at work in our lives!  Furthermore, we 
believe that He is working to make all things new.  St. Paul tells us that if “anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.  
Now all these things are from God.” (2 Cor. 5)  To me, new entails all that God gives to me 
and puts within my heart through His gracious Spirit that is at work in the lives of His     
redeemed creation.  Because God is making all things new in our lives, we are different men 
and women.  Grace, hope, forgiveness, and indeed faith have been received in abundance 
from Him who is at work in us.  We truly are different men and women.  God Himself lives 
within us and now living out our new life in Christ each day is faced holding dear the truth 
that God is “able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the 

power that works within us.” (Eph. 2) 

As you enter 2011, what do you need 
“new” in your life?  Do you need a     
fractured marriage healed?  Do you need 
a broken relationship with your neighbor 
mended?  Do you need healing from an 
illness? Do you need comfort in the midst 
of the loss of a loved one?  Do you need 
daily provision to feed your family?  We 
enter this New Year treasuring in our 
hearts the reality that God is at work in 
our lives and He is truly making all 
things new! No matter how great the 
challenges you face; may God always 
give you the faith to look to Him as He 
works out His beautiful will for your life 

and those you are praying for each day. 

A blessed New Year, 

Pastor Michael McFarland 

J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 2
0
1
1
 E
c
h
o
e
s
 

E
M
M
A
N
U
E
L
 
L
U
T
H
E
R
A
N
 
C
H
U
R
C
H
 
A
N
D
 
S
C
H
O
O
L
 



Echoes Submission Deadline for February is Monday, January 17, 2011. 

Emmanuel Co-Ed Bowling League: We will now meet on the 2nd Sunday of every month at 2:00 pm at SkyLanes. Next 

Game: January 9. For more information, please contact Brenda McFarland at bhmcfarland@earthlink.net.  

THE ALTAR FLOWER CHART FOR 2011 IS UP! It’s that time again! The sign-up chart is now up on the bulletin board. 
Please take the time now to sign up for flowers for 2011. Flowers are now $20.00 per arrangement and we ask that members 
please pay at time of sign-up so that the money will be in place when we order them. Please make the check out to Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church and put Altar Flowers & date in the memo section so that we may be sure your funds get credited to the right 

account. Please note on the chart what the occasion is and whether taking or leaving the flowers. 

ABCCM January Donation: Canned Fruit. Thank you for your continued support of this local mission. 

From Dr. Lisa Greene:  I will be going back to El Salvador to help the girls of Casa Moraga in January/February 2011. The 
girls will be starting the new school year and will be needing basic school supplies, personal care items and tuition assistance. I 
will be taking monetary donations too and will purchase the supplies there. If you would like to help, please make your donation 
through the church or directly to Almas Unidas-Hearts United. Check may be mailed to 1030 Redfield Drive, Clyde, NC  28721. 

Questions? Contact me at 508-1747 or at Lmgreene2020@gmail.com. 

New Acolyte Training! Want to be an acolyte? We’ll have a training session for children 5th-8th grade on Sunday, January 9 
after the late services. Please meet in the church sanctuary. Parents are welcome! Contact Elaine Schallhorn with any questions 

at 252-1795, ext. 141. 

Offering Envelopes are here. Please pick yours up from the tables in the narthex area. Please note two changes for 2011: 

1. There are no Vision 2010 envelopes. If you wish to donate to Vision 2010 please use the Building Fund envelope. 
2. BLOOM envelopes have been added for your donations to the new capital campaign. Please indicate on this envelope the 

designation of your offering. 

Visionary Parenting—Coming January 16, 2011—Sunday Mornings: What is the most important instruction in the entire 
Bible? Jesus said it is found in Deuteronomy, Chapter 6. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and with all 
your strength. The commands that I give to you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children.” (Deuteronomy 
6: 5-7 NIV). Do you know why God created your family? Do you know why He gave you your children? Through the Visionary 
Parenting series, you will be  inspired from the Bible to catch a fresh vision of God’s purpose for your family. You’ll be inspired 
to build faith and character in the hearts of your children. God has brought your family together for a grand purpose! Visionary 

Parenting will help you discover it. This video series by Rev. Rob Reinow captures Eight Key Visions for the Christian Family: 

♦ God’s grand vision for the home 

♦ Multi-generational faithfulness 

♦ A God-filled normal life 

♦ A safe home 
 

Please join Christi Lorenz and other parents as we explore God’s direction for our families and support each other in Fellowship 

along the way! If you have any questions, please call Christi at 658-9389. 

The Family Ministry Team will be holding a Brown Bag Lunch on Sunday, January 9, after the late service in room 104. Come 
and learn more about the different ministries we are involved in and new opportunities for service. For more info, contact Lisa 

Baldwin at 628-9537 or rtbaldwin2@charter.net.. 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF): Begin a Family Emergency Fund. Three to six months of expenses is a good 
goal to strive for in establishing an emergency fund. Consider opening an LCEF Family Emergency StewardAccount today to 
equip yourself to handle those unexpected expenses that crop up at the most inconvenient times. Just $25 a month is all you need 
to begin your journey toward financial security, while supporting the ministry of LCEF. See your LCEF Congregational Repre-

sentative, call the district office at 800-637-5723, or check the website at www.lcef.org. 

The 9th Grade Catechism Class (and others who might be interested) has rescheduled it’s presentation on Islam for Tuesday 

January 4, at 6:30 in room 104. 

The Schallhorn Home Bible Study will resume meeting on Monday, January 10. 

Leisurites will meet on Tuesday, January 18 in room 104. Time: TBA. Look for sign-up sheet on bulletin board, or contact Irene 

Kaeding at 687-7821. 
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General Announcements 

JANUARY 2011  ECHOES 

♦ Biblical motherhood 

♦ Biblical fatherhood 

♦ Family Worship 

♦ Discipline that disciples 
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Groups 

Helping Hands for January are Carole Williams and Elaine Schallhorn. If you know of a need, please contact them or the church.  

You may retrieve your serving dishes from the cabinet labeled “Helping Hands” in the church kitchen. 

Milner Monday Night Bible Study meets on Mondays at 7:00 pm in room 104. For more information, please contact Cinthia 

Milner at 683-1665.  

The Outreach Singers sing for local nursing home facilities, rescue missions and prison ministries approximately once a month.  

For more information, please contact Doug or Martha Greene at 669-0212. 

Women’s Bible Study group led by Deb DeBerry meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 am in room 104. All women are welcome! 

Pastor's Small Group Meetings are on Mondays and Wednesdays at 12:45 pm in room 104. For more info, please contact Pastor 

McFarland at pastormcfarland@elcsmail.org.   

Nordmeyer Small Group Study meets at 6:30 pm on Monday at their home in Haw Creek (call 512-789-1314 for directions). 

McMahan/Greene Small Group Study meets at 6:00 pm on Mondays at the McMahan home (call 253-8186 for directions).  

Schallhorn Small Group Study meets on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm at their home (call 667-4112 for directions).  

Genesis II meets at 10:30 am in room 104 every second Monday of the month. For more information, contact Jean Stiemke at 299-

1534. Our next meeting is January 10. 

Cub Scouts meet on different days and times of the week depending on the age group. For more information, please contact Julie 

Strum at 665-9030.  

Girl Scouts meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 3:15. There are four different age levels offered. If you would like 

for your daughter/granddaughter to be a part of this enriching opportunity, contact McKenzie Koon at 298-4488 for more details.  

LWML meets on the first Tuesday of the month in the media center. For more information, please contact Elaine Schallhorn at       

667-4112. Our next meeting will be January 4. 

Shelter Meals: On the first, third and fifth Monday of every month, Emmanuel provides lunch for the local ABCCM men’s veteran 

shelter ministry. If you would like to help out with cooking or serving, please contact Judith Walter at 545-3097. 

Bushwhackers: We need volunteers to help keep down growing weeds, plant and prune shrubs and trees, mulch beds and to    
maintain our greenway. We gather the 3rd Saturday of each month (except Dec-March.) from 8:00am–12:00. Please contact Gerry 

Hardesty (299-3315) for more information. 

Church Choir meets on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm in the music room. Please contact Kevin Lorenz for more information if you are 

interested in joining. 

Handbells meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the music room. Please contact Kevin Lorenz for more information, or if you are 

interested in joining. 

Linus Blankets: Providing security through blankets—Blankets created in Buncombe County go to thirty different agencies, such 
as hospitals, shelters, police/fire/sheriff departments, etc.  Our group meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month in the church Fellow-

ship Hall from 1:30-3:00 pm. Best part—no sewing! Just bring a pair of scissors. For more info, contact Marge Hansel at 670-8975. 

Memorials 

Received in Honor of: 

Robert Bowman: 

From: Paul and Andre Benson 

Fred Stiemke: 

From:  Alex and Virginia Napolitano, Eugene and Karen Boerger, Paul and Andre Benson, and Sarah Poplinsia 

Anneliese Lubbeck: 

From: William Lubbeck 
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Birthdays  

January 1 Karen Boerger 
 Matthew Carney 
 Janet Hollar 
 Shirley Schildt 
January 5 Donald Groh 
 Sue Morrison 
January 6 James Frisbee 
 Hugo Kaeding 
January 8 Megan Krintz 
 Rebecca Salomon 
January 9 Bruce Benson 
 Katherine Conner 
 Micah McFarland 
 CJ Wolff 
January 11 Cecilia Anderson 

January 12 Patricia Sands 
January 16 Laura Kruggel 
 James Lawson 
January 18 Micah Bagwell 
January 19 Cindy Piercy 
January 20 Eugene Boerger 
 Byron Gleason 
 John Greene 
 Zachary Salomon 
January 21 Carol Cook 
January 25 Don Weaver 
January 26 Hilary Hubler 
January 27 William Baldwin 
 Luke McFarland 
January 28 Ryan DeBerry 

January 28 Karel Koon 
 Ken Treadway 
January 29 Rev. Michael McFarland 
January 30 George Bergholz 
 Max Cook 
January 31 Rossana Bonvillain 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Thank you from the Altar Guild! Thanks to those who came to help on Saturday, 12/4 to decorate the church. Especially: Shirley 
Parker, Michelle Huff, Mitchell Huff, Madison Baldwin, Alex Arldt, Samuel McFarland, Fran and Jerry McMahan, Martha and 
Doug Greene, Ken and Carol Treadway, Hugo and Irene Kaeding, Marjorie Locke, Sherry Rauschenplat, Katherine Weymuth, Susan 
Brock, Don Spude and Stephanie Hanson. We also thank the youth group for providing apple cider and cookies! And a special 

thanks to Betty Koon for donating a candle lighter stand to use in the P&W services. 

A Big “Thank You” to Rev. Arthur and Kathy Gillespie for donating a new upright vacuum cleaner for use in our church       

Sanctuary—thank you so much! 

Thank You 

Youth 

Our Senior Youth has a new line of communication. Want to know what’s happening with the  Senior Youth? Join our new Yahoo! 
Group and  receive copies of emails within the group. The easiest way to join is to go to the Senior Youth page on the church      
website. There is a place there to enter your email address, click the link, and your request will be submitted. After a few hours, you 
will be a member and can post and receive messages. All you have to do is send one email to the group website and it will be      
disseminated to all members automatically! We have a calendar where events are posted and reminders are setup to be emailed to all 

members about upcoming events!  

Anniversaries 

January 1 Cliff and Shirley Dozier 

 Julia and Richard Kearley 
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January  Calendar 
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January Server List 

P
a
g
e
 1
1
 

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y
 2
0
1
1
 E
C
H
O
E
S
 

 



www.emmanuellutheran.info 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rev. Dr. Michael McFarland, Pastor 

Rev. John Greene, Praise & Worship Service Pastor 
Sunday School & Bible Classes —9:45 am 

Sunday Liturgical Worship Services —8:30 and 11:00 am 
Praise & Worship Service —11:00 am (gym) 
Wednesday Communion Service —Noon 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
Luke Schmelzle, Principal 

Caroline Marino, Early Childhood Director 
Infant / Toddler Care / Pre-School for 2-4 year olds 

Kindergarten through Grade 8 

51 Wilburn Place, Asheville, North Carolina 28806 
Phone: 828-252-1795 (church) / 828-281-8182 (school) 

FAX: 828-285-0064 
email: churchoffice@elcsmail.org (church) 

schooloffice@elcsmail.org (school) 

January 2011 Echoes 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Save us the stamp—sign-up for electronic delivery 
today! Just go to our website and sign-up at the 
bottom of the home page. 


