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February 1, 2011 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

As I write this congregational newsletter article, my thoughts turn to the multitude of challenges 
that the people of God face here at Emmanuel and around the world. Illness, aging, marital   
struggles, financial woes, unemployment, and the instability of many parts of our world give 
cause for great concern, worry, and uncertainty. Into our existence and it’s challenges, God    
enters (the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…His name shall be Emmanuel [God with 

us]). His entry brings HOPE to God’s people. In the original Greek, Plato saw our existence  
determined by our ability to accept the present, remember the past and to expect a future. This 
future “hope” was always very subjective. It could be deceptive and indeed uncertain except 
when it was based in scientific investigation. The subjective nature of hope is changed in the Old 
Testament to an objective reality. In the Old Testament, “Hope is expectation of good. It is 
linked with trust and yearning, and differentiated from fear.  It is not a dream that offers comfort 
but may also be illusory. The life of the righteous is grounded in a hope that implies a future  
because its point of reference is God.  It is not our own projection but confidence in what God 
will do.  God is our hope (Jer. 17:7). Therefore, God’s people are called to do that which is    
contrary to their fallen nature; they are called to wait upon the Lord. (Is. 30:15).”*  The Psalmist 
says, “Cease striving and know that I am God” (Ps. 46).  Hope therefore believes that God is 
actively involved in the lives of His people.  The future belongs to the very One who brings it 
into existence and sustains it; God Himself!!! Through Christ Jesus, we view our life and it’s 
challenges.  In Christ, atonement for our sins has been made.  God’s grace has been showered 
down upon us.  In Christ, we now live a baptismal faith that holds dear the very fact that the 
Spirit of God lives within us.  We are members of God’s kingdom.  Hope has a present and a 
future expectation. God is hearing our prayers now. God is acting out of His compassion and 
grace to do for us what is most holy and blessed. Our life is seen in the light of the biblical     
witness:  God watches over His people; God provides for His people, God guides and directs His 
people and ultimately God will glorify His people. Our prayer becomes one of seeking an ever 
deepening trust in Almighty God as we confidently pray for His will to be done in our life and 
the lives of those we love.  As life unfolds around us, God invites us to daily take hold of those 
sacred gifts that will help sustain us: our worship life, our time in the Word of God, our          
sacramental life, and our prayer life.  God gives us these sacred blessings to help us grow in hope 
and the certainty that God is at work in the life of His people. Listed below are some bible     

passages that help us in times of struggle and need: 

—Psalm 37:25—“I have been young and now I am old yet I have never seen the righteous         

forsaken…” 

—Psalm 39:7—“And now, Lord, for what do I wait?  My hope is in Thee.” 

—Psalm 55:22—Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain you; He will never allow 

the righteous to be shaken.” 

—Romans 5:1ff.—“And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that       

tribulation, brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven      

character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out 

within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” 

—1 John 4:4—“You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is 

He who is in you than he who is in the world.” 

As we look to the future and the challenges we face in our individual lives; let us continually 

seek the Lord who is the source of our hope and the certainty of our future. 

In His blessed Name, 
 

Pastor Michael McFarland 

* Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, edited by Geoffrey W. Bromiley 
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Echoes Submission Deadline for March is Monday, February 14, 2011. 

Emmanuel Co-Ed Bowling League: We will now meet on the 2nd Sunday of every month at 2:00 pm at SkyLanes. Next 

Game: February 13. For more information, please contact Brenda McFarland at bhmcfarland@earthlink.net.  

LCEF Investors have a heart for ministry. No matter which investment option or service that you select, LCEF can use your 
investment to provide low-cost loans and services to LCMS ministries, helping them to build or renovate facilities where the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ can be shared with a world in need of hope and reassurance. While you are bringing the love of Christ to 
others, your investment is earning interest for you at competitive rates. To see which investment option would work best for you 
and your family, see your LCEF Congregational Representative, call the district office at 1-800-637-5723, or check the website 

at www.lcef.org for current rates. 

From Dr. Lisa Greene:  I will be going back to El Salvador to help the girls of Casa Moraga in February 2011. The girls will be 
starting the new school year and will be needing basic school supplies, personal care items and tuition assistance. I will be taking 
monetary donations too and will purchase the supplies there. If you would like to help, please make your donation through the 
church or directly to Almas Unidas-Hearts United. Check may be mailed to 1030 Redfield Drive, Clyde, NC  28721. Questions? 

Contact me at 508-1747 or at Lmgreene2020@gmail.com. 

Offering Envelopes are here. Please pick yours up from the tables in the narthex area. Please note two changes for 2011: 

1. There are no Vision 2010 envelopes. If you wish to donate to Vision 2010 please use the Building Fund envelope. 
2. BLOOM envelopes have been added for your donations to the new capital campaign. Please indicate on this envelope the 

designation of your offering. 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY: Our next New Member Sunday will be on Sunday, February 27. If you are a visitor who would 

like to transfer their membership, please contact Pastor McFarland at 828-423-6517, or at pastormcfarland@elcsmail.org.  

Scouting Sunday will be held on Sunday, February 20. Look for our local troops to be helping out with services on that day. 

STATE OF THE CHURCH MEETING: Sunday, February 13, after the late services in the gym.  

February ABCCM Collection Item: Diapers. Thank you for your continued support. 

Leisurites: Tuesday, February 15 at 11:00 we will meet at the Masonic Lodge. Historian Mark Bennett will speak. Lunch will 

follow at 12:30 at Tripps. For more details, please see the sign-up sheet. 

Golf Coach Needed for ELS Middle School program: Season runs from March—April. If interested, please email Nancy     

Jankowski, Athletic Director at njankowski@elcsmail.org. Phone: 828-281-8182, ext. 139. 

SOUPER BOWL Sunday: The Senior Youth will once again offer the Congregation the opportunity to participate in the annual 
Souper Bowl on Sunday, February 6. We will have our stock pot out for donations to be given, all funds will go to support the 
Shelter Lunches that are prepared by Emmanuel. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will offer a maximum of $300 supplemental 

funds for Souper Sunday. 

Acolyte Training: If you missed being trained on January 9, due to the weather and wanted to be trained, then please contact 

Elaine Schallhorn at eschallhorn@elcsmail.org or 828-281-8182, ext. 141 and we will make arrangements to train you. 

Are you 70 1/2 or older? Did you know you can give directly from your IRA to Emmanuel tax-free? The recent two-year     
extension of the Charitable IRA legislation, another element to the Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance reauthorization, and 
Job Creation Act of 2010, allows people 70 1/2 and older to distribute tax-free funds from their IRA directly to Emmanuel. 
Please contact your financial advisor for more info. Emmanuel is blessed to have three financial advisors in our congregation 

that are ready to help you if you don’t have an advisor. Thank you. 

—David J. Meyer, Wells Fargo Advisors / 828-258-0546 or 800-252-0546 / david.meyer@wfadvisors.com 

—C. Bruce Strum, Merrill Lynch / 828-258-4434 / www.fa.ml.com/Bruce_Strum 

—G. Stuart Thorp, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans  / 828-505-4590 or 800-968-4760 / stuart.thorp@thrivent.com 

Playground recycling: Kid’s Kingdom I is now coming to an end and Kid’s Kingdom II will be in place this summer. To 
assist in this process, we need to find a new home for the current wooden structure. We are looking for an individual or group 
that might have a use for all of the wood components. It could be utilized for variety of recycled purposes. We would like for an 
interested party to take it all, rather than sections. We are happy to let it go for free, if they can perform the entire removal. If you 

are interested, or have a lead for us, please contact the school principal at 281-8182. Thank you. 
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Groups 

Helping Hands for February are June Groh and Bess Kuske. If you know of a need, please contact them or the church.  You may 

retrieve your serving dishes from the cabinet labeled “Helping Hands” in the church kitchen. 

Milner Bible Study meets on Wednesday at 7:00 pm in room 104. For more information, please contact Cinthia Milner at 683-

1665.  

The Outreach Singers sing for local nursing home facilities, rescue missions and prison ministries approximately once a month.  
For more information, please contact Doug or Martha Greene at 669-0212. Next visit: Laurels of Summit Ridge on Sunday,       

February 27 at 2:30 pm. Carpoolers—please meet in church parking lot at 2:00 pm. 

Women’s Bible Study group led by Deb DeBerry meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 am in room 104. All women are welcome! 

Pastor's Small Group Meetings are on Mondays and Wednesdays at 12:45 pm in room 104. For more info, please contact Pastor 

McFarland at pastormcfarland@elcsmail.org.   

Nordmeyer Small Group Study meets at 6:30 pm on Monday at their home in Haw Creek (call 512-789-1314 for directions). 

McMahan/Greene Small Group Study meets at 6:00 pm on Mondays at the McMahan home (call 253-8186 for directions).  

Schallhorn Small Group Study meets on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm at their home (call 667-4112 for directions).  

Genesis II meets at 10:30 am in room 104 every second Monday of the month. For more information, contact Jean Stiemke at 299-

1534. Our next meeting is February 14. 

Cub Scouts meet on different days and times of the week depending on the age group. For more information, please contact Julie 

Strum at 665-9030.  

Girl Scouts meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 3:15. There are four different age levels offered. If you would like 

for your daughter/granddaughter to be a part of this enriching opportunity, contact McKenzie Koon at 298-4488 for more details.  

LWML meets on the first Tuesday of the month in the media center. For more information, please contact Elaine Schallhorn at       

667-4112. Our next meeting will be February 1. 

Shelter Meals: On the first, third and fifth Monday of every month, Emmanuel provides lunch for the local ABCCM men’s veteran 

shelter ministry. If you would like to help out with cooking or serving, please contact Judith Walter at 545-3097. 

Bushwhackers: We need volunteers to help keep down growing weeds, plant and prune shrubs and trees, mulch beds and to    
maintain our greenway. We gather the 3rd Saturday of each month (except Dec-March.) from 8:00am–12:00. Please contact Gerry 

Hardesty (299-3315) for more information. 

Church Choir meets on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm in the music room. Please contact Kevin Lorenz for more information if you are 

interested in joining. 

Handbells meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the music room. Please contact Kevin Lorenz for more information, or if you are 

interested in joining. 

Linus Blankets: Providing security through blankets. Blankets created in Buncombe County go to thirty different agencies, such as 
hospitals, shelters, police/fire/sheriff departments, etc.  Our group meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month in the church Fellowship 

Hall from 1:30-3:00 pm. Best part—no sewing! Just bring a pair of scissors. For more info, contact Marge Hansel at 670-8975. 

Memorials 

Received in Honor of: 

Ruth Langworthy: 

From:  Diana Hempel 
 

Fred Stiemke: 

From:  Ellen Parpart, Mrs. & Mrs. K. Ray Bailey 
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Birthdays  

February 1 Kathleen Guy 
 Maria Lang-Piccoli 
February 2 John Hiler 
 Joye Wilson 
February 4 Betty Banjak 
 Jim Reaves 
 Shari Reaves 
February 5 Ilene Miller 
 Robert Peterson 
 Byron Williams 
February 6 Keller King 
February 8 Courtney Carpenter 
 Douglas Greene 
 Robert Schell 
 Christine Smith 

February 9 Doug Keller 
February 10 Sharon Johnson 
February 11 Steve Hollar 
February 12 Ronald Kruggel 
 James Mitchell 
February13 Rachel Lorenz 
February 14 Barbara Clark 
February 15 Dorland Winkler 
February 16 Donna Clark 
February 17 Cody King 
February 20 Lincoln Schmitz 
February 21 M.J. Davis 
 Jennifer Duran 
 Hannah Gleason 
 Bailey Strum 

February 23 Peter Causer 
 Elizabeth Hiler 
February 24 Jennifer Bixby 
 Adam Greene 
 Isabelle Hampel 
 Justin Kearley 
February 25 Luis Duran 
February 26 Dorothy Hollly 
February 27 Cleta McCall 
February 29 Susan Groh 
 
 
  
  
 

* Thank you to all of our Emmanuel family for cards, meals, and most important, prayers concerning the death of our mother, 
Ruth Langworthy. Special thanks to all who made our mother’s memorial service so special. God’s blessing to all of you.—The    

DeBerry and Langworthy families 

Thank You 

Youth 

Junior Youth: 

Saturday, February 19 — Snow Tubing at Moonshine. Time: 10:00 am—12:00 pm. We’ll meet at church at 9:15 am. Cost: $10. 

Wednesdays, March 16, 23 & 30—Youth Quake Bible Studies. Dinner will be provided. We will have families sign up to help 
with dinner for these three Bible studies. Bible study will be in the youth room from 5:00-6:30 pm. On March 23, “Captive Free” 

will be coing to ELC to lead the Bible study and song time to get us ready for Youth Quake. 

Sunday, March 13—Youth Sunday and Wii Tournament. Youth will be hosting a Wii tournament after church starting at 12:30 

pm. Lunch and concessions will be available. 

Saturday, March 19 — Leading Bingo at Emerald Nursing Home. We will meet at church parking lot at 9:50 am to carpool. 

Activity begins at 10:15 am. 

Anniversaries 

February 2 Max and Catherine Bradburn 

February 9 Richard and Amy Bair 

February 14 Anthony and Monica Crabb 

February 21 John and Kathy Hiler  
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What Are We To Do? 
Daniel Webster offered excellent advice, saying, “If we work on marble, it will perish.  If we work on brass, time will efface it.  If 
we rear temples, they will crumble to dust.  But if we work on men’s immortal minds, if we imbue them with high principles, with 
just fear of God and love of their fellow men, we engrave on those tablets something which time cannot efface, and which will 
brighten and brighten to all eternity.” 
 

As our society strays away from God a little more each day, the need for Christian education becomes all the more vital.  Emanuel 
remains a beacon to families in Asheville and beyond.  

 

Enrollment 
February is the month in which we pre-enroll current students in our school.  Beginning March 1, enrollment is open to the          
community.  Any families interested in enrolling for this fall are urged to contact the school office soon.  I especially urge families 
interested in early childhood to make contact as far in advance as possible, as our waiting list is extensive. 
 

For those children entering kindergarten at ELS this fall, two dates for developmental screening have been announced:  February 12 
& 26.  Don’t delay, as we tend to fill up fast.  Contact Caroline Marino to schedule an appointment or to find out more information.    

 

Happenings 
ELS recently hosted a regional basketball tournament for Lutheran Schools.  Six schools competed.  Concordia Lutheran from 
Conover took first place for both the boys and girls brackets.  Thanks to all our members who made the visitors feel so welcomed!   

 

ELS held its annual Geography Bee.  Students from grades 4-8 participated.  Finalists were: 
2nd Place - Zak Lintz 

1st place - Emily Shipman 

Emily will take a written test to be mailed in to the state to see if she qualifies to participate in the NC State Geography Bee. The 

state winner will go on to the National Bee in Washington, DC.  Congratulations! 

 

Summer is here (well, almost)!   
New camp brochures for Summer Rocks will be available soon.  This year looks to be our biggest and best ever.  Watch for more 
information. 

 

Investing in Our Children 
The Annual Fund campaign is underway.  It runs until February 14.  Funds will benefit student 
scholarships.  Consider a gift that makes a difference in the life of a child. 

 

Hang On! 

When a couple received a rose bush as a gift, they planted and cared for it, eagerly waiting for it to bloom. A few months later, a 
bud finally appeared. Day by day, it began to fill out. The couple’s anticipation grew when they could see that the rose would be 

bright red.  

One day, they were surprised to notice that the green around the bud had been pulled away and the flower petals were torn apart. 
They asked their young daughter if she knew what had happened. “I just couldn’t wait any longer,” she said, “so I blossomed it 

myself.”  

The psalmist tells us to “Wait for the LORD … ” (Psalm 27:14, NRSV). Instead of trying to help God along, let him bring things to 

fulfillment in his perfect time. 

(excerpt taken from Newsletter.Newsletter.com) 
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www.emmanuellutheran.info 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rev. Dr. Michael McFarland, Pastor 

Rev. John Greene, Praise & Worship Service Pastor 
Sunday School & Bible Classes —9:45 am 

Sunday Liturgical Worship Services —8:30 and 11:00 am 
Praise & Worship Service —11:00 am (gym) 
Wednesday Communion Service —Noon 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
Luke Schmelzle, Principal 

Caroline Marino, Early Childhood Director 
Infant / Toddler Care / Pre-School for 2-4 year olds 

Kindergarten through Grade 8 

51 Wilburn Place, Asheville, North Carolina 28806 
Phone: 828-252-1795 (church) / 828-281-8182 (school) 

FAX: 828-285-0064 
email: churchoffice@elcsmail.org (church) 

schooloffice@elcsmail.org (school) 

February 2011 Echoes 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Save us the stamp—sign-up for electronic delivery 
today! Just go to our website and sign-up at the 
bottom of the home page. 


