
Note from Our Pastor Volume 7 

July 1, 2011 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ; 
 

The Apostle Peter in wri�ng to the Chris�ans sca�ered through the Dispersion 
reminds them that they are “a royal priesthood”; a people called to declare the 
marvelous deeds of God in the life of His people.  As the priesthood of all       
believers, we faithfully gather in worship to receive His gi's for the strengthen-
ing of our faith.  Our response in worship is one of thanksgiving and praise.  As 
we return to our varied voca�ons in life, our worship con�nues as we live out 
our calling as Chris�an men and women.   

As the Body of Christ gathered around Word and Sacrament Ministry, we are 
equipped to live out our role as the priesthood of all believers.  To grow in our 
faith life, we must be in the Word of God.  Emmanuel has a rich history of 
adults studying His Word.  As we look to the Fall, I ask you to prayerfully       
consider serving God in one of the following ways:  a) we would like to start a 
couple more small groups (Weaverville area/Leceister area).  Would you step 
forward to serve as the facilitator for one of those groups; b) we need a Adult 
Bible Study Coordinator (establish the varied Classes for Adults being offered 
both on Sunday Morning and throughout the week); and  c) teachers for our 
Adult Sunday School Classes.  If you are lead by God to serve in this most       
important ministry; please contact me.  

May God grant you both spiritual and physical renewal during these beau�ful 
months of summer.  Let us con�nue to remember Emmanuel in our prayers and 
look forward to the profound ways He will bless our community of faith. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Michael McFarland 
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Educa�on is important for any community, especially where poverty or disaster has limited the 
op�ons for young people to reach their poten�al.  School Kits contain essen�al supplies to help 
children—and in some cases, adults—con�nue learning despite the hardships they face.  And 
that learning leads to a be�er life for them, their families and their communi�es. We’ll be    
crea�ng School Kits in August for shipment to Lutheran World Relief.   Your dona�ons of any of 
the following items during July and August will be gratefully received: 

If you would like to sew the backpacks, please see easy-sew direc�ons at: h�p://www.lwr.org/
beinvolved/docs/School_Kit_drawstring_backpack_pa�ern_condensed_0511.pdf 

Lutheran World Relief School Kits 

• Blunt SCISSORS (safety scissors with 
embedded steel blades work well) 
• Unsharpened #2 PENCILS with erasers 
• BALLPOINT PENS (no gel ink) 
• Box of 16 or 24 CRAYONS 
• ERASERS approx. 2½" long 

• 70-sheet NOTEBOOKS of wide or college-
ruled paper approximately 8x10½" (no loose-
leaf paper) 
• 30-cen�meter RULERS, or ruler with cen�-
meters on one side and inches on the other 
• PENCIL SHARPENERS (small, handheld) 



Echoes Submission Deadline for August is Monday, July 18, 2011. 

ELS Coaching Posi�ons Open for 2011-12 School Year: Head Cross Country Coach-season runs from August to October. Assistant 
Boys Soccer Coach-season runs from August to October. Assistant Tennis Coach-season runs from August to October. Assistant 
Boys Basketball Coach (5/6 grade)-season runs from November to February. Assistant Boys Basketball Coach (7/8 grade)-season 
runs from November to February. If interested, please contact Nancy Jankowski at 281-8182 or njankowski@elcsmail.org. 

Servant Event 2011: Need a new T-shirt, water bo�le, or other great Appalachian Servant Event item? Just help fill our dona�on 
bucket and one of these great items is yours. Servant Event is July 9-20 and we need your help feeding 60+ hungry God loving, 
hard working teenage servants. Look for sign-up sheets and dona�on buckets in the narthex and gym. We need volunteers to   
help serve breakfast, make lunches and dinners. For more info, contact Anna Ridgeway at 585-5201 or aklorenz1313@yahoo.com. 

VBS 2011 UPDATE: I am very excited to report that we had 115 elementary age children a�end our Vaca�on Bible School. They 
had a great �me with Bible stories, games, cra's and snacks. I would like to thank all the junior youth that volunteered this week 
you were all a big help to our group leaders and great Chris�an role models for the children. Big thanks go out to our leader Kim 
Noel whose hard work and crea�vity is very much appreciated. As usual, Adam Benne� did a great job of transforming our gymna-
sium into a day at the beach. The “snack shack” was a big hit thanks to all the dona�ons we received from our congrega�on. Final-
ly, I would like to thank our volunteers, Janet Schallhorn, Rusty Borgman, Sharon Norris and Dina Nelson who took �me from their 
busy schedules to help make our V.B.S. program a big success!—Caroline Marino 

There will be No Sunday School during the month of July. 

Adult Instruc�on Class: Chief Teachings of the Chris�an Faith will be offered during the Sunday School Hour on Sundays (9:45-
10:45 star�ng July 10) by Pastor McFarland for those folks who have been a�ending church but are not yet members and are   
interested in learning more about Chris�anity and the Lutheran Church. This class will run approximately four weeks and leads to 
the Rite of Confirma�on. If interested, please contact Pastor at pastormcfarland@elcsmail.org. 

LWML will NOT have a mee�ng during the month of July. We will con�nue to pray for each other and our church and school. We 
look forward to seeing all of you again on August 2, at 5:30 pm in the media center. 

Thrivent Night at Tourist Game on July 22.  Thrivent members should have received a post card with instruc�ons on how to     
reserve �ckets. Tickets are free for members and their families. If a member has not received a card or doesn’t have access to the 
internet they can call into our office for reserva�ons (505-4488). 

Many Thanks! Emmanuel would like to offer our thanks to David Meyer for his service to the Board of Directors over the past 5 
years. David, your service, spirit and wit are truly a blessing to our Parish. Your prayerful leadership has enriched our                  
congrega�on. We thank you for your diligence and generous giving of your talents. We thank you for your con�nued service in 
Parish Administra�on. You are a blessing. Yours in Christ—ELCS Board of Directors 

DID YOU KNOW? Several ELS students earned academic scholarships to regional high schools. These include Kelsey Woody (full 
scholarship to Cha�am Hall), Madelyn Stroud (merit scholarship to Cha�am Hall) and Zachary Lintz (merit scholarship to Christ 
School). Addi�onally, recent 7th grader Brooke Reaves received the Book Award and Merit Scholarship to Cha�am Hall.                
Congratula�ons to these high achievers!  

Prayer Breakfast: Saturday, September 10, 2011, 9:00AM-11:00AM. Prayer has always been a part of the life of a Chris�an; it's 
what Chris�ans do! It certainly is what the early church did. This is how the fellowship of believers is described in Acts 2:42: "They 
devoted themselves to the Apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer." What was that 
again? ".... and to prayer." You are invited to the Emmanuel fellowship of believers "in prayer" on Saturday morning September 
10th. You are invited to gather in the Fellowship Hall for a light breakfast and for prayer. We will have a �me of worship, a     
teaching on prayer, a sharing of some scripture prayer jewels, and we will pray. We will pray in one group and in small groups. We 
will give thanks for the prayer warriors of Emmanuel's prayer chain, with an encouragement for new prayer warriors, and we will 
inaugurate two new prayer ministry opportuni�es. Please circle September 10th on your calendar.   This Prayer Breakfast will be 
hosted by Pastor Art and Kathy Gillespie 

At the last mee�ng of the Elder Ministry, we discussed the varied roles that Elders take on in the life of a parish community.  It 
was decided for the sake of clarity that the name of the Elder Ministry would be changed to more accurately reflect its                
purpose.  The name Elder Ministry will cease to be used by the group and they will be know as "Pastoral Advisory Group."  This 
more accurately reflects the purpose of the group to pray for, encourage, give advice, and support the pastoral office.  
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Groups 

Helping Hands for July are Kay Thorp and Carol Treadway. If you know of a need, please contact them or the church.  You may   
retrieve your serving dishes from the cabinet labeled “Helping Hands” in the church kitchen. 

Monday Night Bible Study meets on Mondays at 7:00 pm in room 104. For more informa�on, please contact Marge Hansel at 
670-8975. This group will break for the summer and resume in the fall. 

The Outreach Singers sing for local nursing home facili�es, rescue missions and prison ministries approximately once a month.  
For more informa�on, please contact Doug or Martha Greene at 669-0212. Next visit: Sunday, August 7 at 6:30 pm at the       
Women’s Correc�onal Center in Black Mountain. Carpoolers—please meet in the church parking lot at 6:00. 

Women’s Bible Study group led by Deb DeBerry meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 am in room 104. All women are welcome! This 
group will break for the summer and resume in the fall. 

Pastor's Small Group Mee�ngs are on Mondays and Wednesdays at 12:45 pm in room 104. For more informa�on, please contact 
Pastor McFarland at pastormcfarland@elcsmail.org.   

Nordmeyer Small Group Study meets at 6:30 pm on Mondays at their home in Haw Creek (call 512-789-1314 for direc�ons). 

McMahan/Greene Small Group Study meets at 6:00 pm on Mondays at the McMahan home (call 253-8186 for direc�ons).  This 
group will break for the summer and resume in the fall. 

Schallhorn Small Group Study meets on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm at their home (call 667-4112 for direc�ons).  This group will 
break for the summer and resume in the fall. 

Kaeding Small Group Study meets on Mondays at 7:00 pm at their home (call 687-7821 for direc�ons). This group will break for 
the summer and resume again in the fall. 

Genesis II meets at 10:30 am in room 104 every second Monday of the month. For more info, contact Jean S�emke at 299-1534.  

Cub Scouts meet on different days/�mes of the week depending on the age group. For more info, contact Julie Strum at 665-9030.  

Girl Scouts meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 3:15. There are four different age levels offered. If you would like 
for your daughter/granddaughter to be a part of this enriching opportunity, contact McKenzie Koon at 298-4488 for more details.  

LWML meets on the first Tuesday of the month in the media center. For more info, please contact Elaine Schallhorn at 667-4112.  

Shelter Meals: On the first, second, third and fi'h Monday of every month, Emmanuel provides lunch for the local ABCCM men’s 
veteran shelter ministry. If you would like to help out with cooking or serving, please contact Judith Walter at 545-3097. 

Bushwhackers: We need volunteers to help keep down growing weeds, plant and prune shrubs and trees, mulch beds and to    
maintain our greenway. We gather the 3rd Saturday of each month (except Dec-March.) from 8:00am–12:00. Please contact Gerry 
Hardesty (299-3315) for more informa�on. 

Church Choir meets on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm in the music room. Please contact Kevin Lorenz for more informa�on if you are 
interested in joining. This group will break during the summer and resume in the fall. 

Handbells meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the music room. Please contact Kevin Lorenz for more informa�on, or if you are 
interested in joining. This group will break during the summer and resume in the fall. 

Linus Blankets: Providing security through blankets. Blankets created in Buncombe County go to thirty different agencies, such as 
hospitals, shelters, police/fire/sheriff departments, etc.  Our group meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month in the church Fellow-
ship Hall from 1:30-3:00 pm. Best part—no sewing! Just bring a pair of scissors. For more info, contact Marge Hansel at 670-8975. 

Church of Emmanuel—Thank you for the beau�ful Bible and pen set. Also thank you for all the support and prayers. Blessings to 
you all.—Emily Parker 

Dear Emmanuel—I would like to thank all the members for all the cards, food and prayers regarding my knee replacement       
surgery. Thank you also for the concern over my broken neck. Please con�nue to pray for my healing. Thank you.—Barbara        
Peterson 

Thank You 
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Birthdays  

July 2 Bess Kuskie 
 Michael Neuenkirchen 
 William Strum 
July 3 Kenneth Chiacchiero
 Tammy Day 
 Diane Gleason 
July 4 Ruth Graham 
 Eric Thorp 
July 5 Jennifer Ausbrooks 
 Ian Gillan 
 Marissa Mello 
July 6 Mark Jankowski 
July 7 Krista Aycock 
 Eugene Edwards, IV  
 Chris�na Rush 
 Jonathan Shook 
July 10 Elijah Spear 
 Charles Staicar 
July 11 Damian Simoneaux 
July 12 Jacob Wilson 
July 13 Shadai Sands 
 Cory Schallhorn 

July 14 Lisa Greene 
 Gordon Groh 
July 15 Bryan Carpenter 
 Robert Frady 
 Jacob Mathis 
July 15 Danielle Penley 
 Kori Penley 
 Teenie Smathers 
July 16 Dale Bowman 
 Ron Mason 
 Leidonna Roberts 
July 17 Sara Bailey 
 James Fitzgerald 
 Caroline Marino 
July 18 Nicole Gillan 
July 19 Taiya Barne� 
 Mar�n Jacobsen 
 Kevin Lorenz 
July 20 Andrea Piercy 
 Peggy Schell 
 Judith Walther 
 Carole Williams 

July 21 Karen Baumann 
 Tommy Ridgeway 
July 23 Amy King 
July 24 Ron Aderhold 
 Brenda Baker 
 Anthony Crabb 
 Davis Helms 
 Laurel Schallhorn 
 Samuel Waites 
July 26 Joe Banks 
 Sheila Edwards 
 Skylar Nordmeyer 
July 27 Marge Hansel 
July 28 Andrea James 
 Kris�ne Nordmeyer 
July 29 Colin Bouvet 
 Christopher Hensley 
 James-Wesley Shook 
July 30 Kathleen Graham 
July 31 Madison Baldwin 
 
  

Anniversaries 

July 2 Malcolm and Venessa Spear 
July 3 Robert and Barbara Mathis 
 Ed and Christelle Nordmeyer 
July 7 Wil and Marge Hansel 
 Don and Marilyn Weaver 
July 8 Barbara and Ken Schmitz 
July 9 Leidonna and Greg Roberts 
 Mario and Megan Sanchez 
July 15 Michael and Rojeanous Rush 
July 16 Don and Gail Johnson 

July 18 Jonathan and Janet Schallhorn 
July 19 Clifford and Ilene Miller 
July 22 Jim and Judy Clark 
 Byron and Karin Gleason 
July 23 Mark and Grace Clair 
July 24 Tommy and Kathy Ridgeway 
July 30 Joe and Shirley Banks 
  
  

LCEF—A Great Fit for Your Ministry 

Inves�ng in LCEF is a great fit to partner together in a Christ-centered ministry. Your investment dollars earn a compe��ve interest 
rate, but the extra “ministry dividend” is the sa�sfac�on of knowing that your invested funds are being used to grow ministries 
throughout the country. Low cost loans are just one piece of the puzzle as LCEF also offers a variety of services aimed at assis�ng 
your ministry in sharing the love of Christ with others. For more informa�on about how LCEF can be a good fit for your ministry or 
personal investment needs, see your LCEF Representa�ve or call Cindy Haupt or Vicki Edwards at 800-637-5723. 

Russell Kinsey: 

From: Isabella and Diana Hempel 

Memorials 
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School News 
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Thank you everyone!!!  Shopping at Ingles and using your cards ne�ed the school $1,264.80!  We have used this money for office 
supplies, art supplies, PE balls, Science Equipment and Library Books.  This was a great blessing for the children in the school and 
pre-school, as these materials will benefit everyone!  Let me repeat, "Thank You!" Don't forget to link your cards to "Emmanuel 
Lutheran School" in August and happy shopping!!! 

...Did you know ELS School Chapel Offerings helped this many organiza�ons?  

Tornado Vic�ms, Joplin MO........$500.00 

Earthquake Vic�ms in Japan.......$313.10 

Asheville's Mission Hospital Children's Services.........$175 

Cap�ve Free Music Ministry...........$75 

SED-LCMS "Hearts for Jesus".............$275 

Learning and Physically Disabled through "Bethesda Lutheran Communi�es"........$165 

Orphaned or Abused Girls in El Salvador - "Almas Unidas"........$135 and one pair of roller skates 

Wheat Ridge Ministries  "faith-based health and human care ministries." ..........$230 

Samaritan's Purse..........$300, plus several hundred Shoe Boxes 

LCMS World Relief - giving help when help is needed.......$475 

Total Chapel Offerings 2010-2011:  $2,643.10 

Children also brought in canned goods each week to support local food pantry ministries.  Each organiza�on helps many people, so 
we have touched the lives of thousands this year.   

Update on the Playground 
The next stages of playground development are underway.  These include: 

• Remove old fences and install new fences 

• Plant grass  

• Finish details, ie. re-finish “animals” from old playground, age-appropriate signage, tricycles, sand box, storage bins,             
landscaping 

• Playground re-opened for child usage (target date of mid-July) 

• Commissioning ceremony for Kids Kingdom 2 (late August) 

Upcoming Events 
July 
5-8 Cra's Explosion Camp; Basketball Camp (closed-full) 
11-15 Survivor Camp; Cooking with Kids Camp (closed-full) 
18-22 Tae Kwon Do Camp; Hi-Touch, Hi-Tech Science Camp 
25-29 Komputer Kamp; Adventures in Asheville Camp (closed-full); Wizard of Oz Camp 
August 

1-5 Musical Journey Camp (closed-full); Outdoor Adventure Camp (closed-full); Wizard of Oz  
6 & 7 Performances of Wizard of Oz at the Asheville Contemporary Dance Theatre  
8-12 Gymnas�c Camp; Fieldtrip Extravaganza Camp (closed-full) 
12 Summer Rocks ends 
15 Teachers report back 
22 Forms & Fees Day for K-8 families (11:00-7:00); first day for ECE 
24 First Day for K-8 Students (11:00 dismissal; Extended Care Open) 
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Excerpt from “The Priesthood of Believers and the Divine Service”  Author: Dr. George Wollenburg 
Pulled from the LCMS Worship Library at www.lcms.org/worship (Original source: Lutheran Worship Notes) 
 
With the excep�on of the biblical doctrine of jus�fica�on, perhaps no biblical teaching is more dear to the hearts of 
Lutherans than the priesthood of all believers. … 

… The priesthood is a "people purchased as God's own possession" and thus they are the Lord's heritage among all the 
peoples of the earth (Ps. 2:8; 28:8,9; 33:12; 78:62,71; 94:5,14). They are a people, not in the sense of a crowd of       
individuals, but a society, a community. They are dis�nct as a people and their dis�nc�veness is that God has           
purchased them and thus made them a people who belong to him. He has made a covenant with them (Deut. 4:7; Jer. 
31:33), a New Covenant in the blood of Christ (Ma�. 26:27,28; Mark 15:24; Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25). They were 
"formerly not a people" but are "now the people of God" (1 Pet. 2:10). God dwells among them (Ex. 29:46; 2 Cor. 6:16; 
1 Cor. 3:16; Ezek. 37:26,27).  

… When the priesthood gathers in the divine service the Chief Priest, Christ, is present among them to serve them. He 
does so through the called servant, their minister. The Chief Priest serves his priesthood by gran�ng them absolu�on, 
or forgiveness. The called servant of the Word speaks by the command of Christ. The absolu�on is true absolu�on   
before God in heaven (Ma�. 16:19). Since the prac�ce of private confession and absolu�on has fallen into disuse 
among us, the general confession was introduced into the divine service. However, a return to the prac�ce of personal 
confession and absolu�on ought to be urgently pursued.  

The priesthood gathers to listen to the word which God speaks through his prophets (Old Testament), through the 
Apostles of Christ (Epistles), through his Son (Gospels), and through their minister. The Holy Spirit instructs and forms 
the priesthood through the forgiveness of sins given through the Gospel, the Holy Supper, and the word preached by 
his minister.  

The gathering of the priesthood at the divine service is for the sake of the world. This priesthood comes to offer to 
God the praise and thanksgiving which is due from all crea�on. Praise is not an individual ac�vity, carried out in       
private. "I will tell of your name to my brethren; in the midst of the congrega�on I will praise you" (Ps. 22:22). These 
words are from the psalm which the Chief Priest prayed from the cross. The sacrifice of praise which the priesthood 
brings to God (Heb. 13:13) is an ac�vity of the gathered priesthood. Praise and thanksgiving is the telling of God's 
deeds (Ps. 9:11). The Creed is the doxology and confession of the priesthood; it is not a subjec�ve statement of private 
belief. No one has the privilege of subs�tu�ng a more "personal" confession.  

St. Paul describes the Lord's Supper as an act of praise and thanksgiving. "For as o'en as you eat this bread and drink 
this cup you proclaim the Lord's death un�l he comes (1 Cor. 11:26). The act of ea�ng and drinking the body and blood 
of Christ is in itself the proclaiming of his death. This is not a religious "cocktail hour" to enjoy in another's company. 
The wonderful deeds which God has done, are done for the priesthood as they eat and drink the body and blood of 
Christ. "This is my body...my blood...for you for the forgiveness of sins." The priesthood proclaims to the world that 
our holiness, our righteousness, is a work of God through the death and resurrec�on of his Son. Those who neglect or 
despise this sacrament proclaim by their absence that they believe salva�on and eternal life is a result of their own 
achievement and work. Ea�ng and drinking in this sacrament is the stubborn and defiant proclama�on that God has 
broken and destroyed the powers of Satan, sin, death, and hell, for us. In the face of suffering, pain, disease,             
persecu�on, loneliness, sin, death, and hell the priesthood raises the "terrible toast of joy." 

The priesthood gathers to offer intercession for all sorts and condi�ons of men. The priests were taught to pray the 
Our Father as intercessory and priestly prayer. The prayers offered by the chosen race bring all the race of Adam to 
God in con�nual remembrance (1 Tim. 2:1-4). Their prayer is offered for the sake of the world, since "God would have 
all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth." 

The Importance of the Divine Service in the Formation of the 
Priesthood of All Believers  
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Save us the stamp—sign-up for electronic delivery 
today! Just go to our website and sign-up at the 
bottom of the home page. 

God’s Word of Faithfulness 

“The LORD is faithful to all His promises and loving toward all He has made.”  Psalm 143:13 

I Can’t Remember Everything…  

Ever have trouble remembering the details of your visit with a doctor or another health professional? 

• Take a note pad along and write down EVERY bit of information gleaned in the visit (vital signs, doctor’s comments and answers to 
your questions, drug info, follow-up orders, etc.).  Ask medical professionals to slowly REPEAT information that you did not get the  
first time.  And ask how to spell those B-I-G words! 

• Ask another person to come with you and be the note-taker 
• Use a digital recorder during the visit and transcribe the notes at home.  Easy-to-use digital recorders are available for as little as $30. 
 
Use a three-hole binder to hold notes from all doctor visits.   Be sure to include the date of your visit.  In the binder you may also want to 
include copies of test results.  It’s also a good place to keep business cards from doctors, medical professionals and suppliers. 

Caregiver Corner—For those who provide care for a loved one 


