
Note from Our Pastor Volume 10 

October 1, 2011 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ; 

The History Channel provides history buffs with a smorgasbord of people, places, and 
events that have shaped human history.  Each day of the year is filled with events 
through the ages that impacted to varying levels the lives of countless people.  I 
checked on October 31 to see what the History Channel noted as significant events.  
Sure enough, the first event noted was Dr. Mar)n Luther’s pos)ng of the 95 Theses on 
the door of the Castle Church in Wi/enberg, Germany.  I wonder how many people 
even give this event a second thought.  Probably not very many; since through the 
years I seldom have anyone say to me, “Hey, next week we will celebrate Reforma)on 
Day!!!”  October 31 marks the date for the first Toyota Dealership in the USA (1957).  I 
know lots of people that own a Toyota.  Houdini died on this date (1926). Magicians, 
especially escape ar)sts, cap)vate the a/en)on of many of us.  The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes was published in 1892.  We all love a good crime solving mystery!  Earl 
Floyd became the first black basketball player in the NBA (1950).  We thank God that 
people were able to respect skill and desire over the color of a man’s skin.  In 1963, Ed 
Sullivan witnessed first-hand Beatlemania.  Many in America were deeply influenced 
by the music fueled by the Beatles during the 60’s.   

As I think about how relevant these events are today, I look around and see lots of 
Toyotas on the road.  I hear Beatles’ music played all the )me on the radio.  I just saw 
the other day a biography of Houdini.  Basketball has con)nued to be successfully     
integrated at all levels from high school through the pros.  Every now and then I see 
someone with a copy of The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes.  However, the             
Reforma)on seems to be taken for granted at best; oEen completely ignored by most 
of us in America today.  

As Chris)ans, we must never cease to treasure the relevance of the Protestant      
Reforma)on.  The Protestant Reforma)on centers around the three great truths of: 
scripture alone, grace of God, and faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  The          
Reformers of the 1500’s called God’s people back to the authority of scripture.  They 
comforted souls with the great biblical truth that God’s grace has been showered upon 
us through faith in Jesus Christ our precious Savior and Lord.  The Holy Spirit inspired 
words of the Apostle Paul resound throughout the Reforma)on:  “For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the giE of God; not as a 
result of works that no one should boast.” (Ephesians 2)  As we prepare to celebrate 
Reforma)on Sunday, this year on Sunday, 
October 30th; we give thanks to God that out 
of His divine love for us a Savior was sent 
who has redeemed us eternally from sin, 
death, and the power of the devil.  Thanks 
be to God for the Reforma)on that offered 
hur)ng souls comfort, assurance, and 
blessed peace in knowing they were truly 
loved, forgiven and des)ned for heaven   
because of Jesus Christ’s death and resur-
rec)on. 

A blessed Reforma)on to each of you, 

Pastor Michael McFarland 
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Echoes Submission Deadline for November is Monday, October 17, 2011. 

The LUTHERAN WITNESS Subscrip�on Renewal Fees are now due: Cost this year is $12.00 for a one year subscrip)on. Due date is 
Monday, October 17. Please make check payable to Emmanuel Lutheran Church and put “Lutheran Witness” on the memo line so 
it’s credited to the right account. Thank you. 

Adult Choir: Come and help us make a joyful noise! The adult choir needs you. New members are needed in all sec)ons of the 
adult choir. The choir meets on Wednesday nights at 7:30. If interested, please contact Kevin Lorenz at ext .135 or 775-9389. 

The ABCCM Dona�on for October: Instant Grits. Thank you for your con)nued support of this wonderful local ministry. 

Adopt A College Student: Every Autumn, Family Ministries gathers the names and addresses of our members who are either in 
Military Service or in college and sends these names out for "adop)on" to the congrega)on. We ask that those who adopt       
communicate at least monthly with the students or Military personnel, giving them news of happenings at Emmanuel and the 
Asheville area, "goody boxes", and prayers. For more informa)on, please contact Lisa Baldwin at rtbaldwin2@charter.net or     
628-9537. 

Office Changes: Please note that Pastor Seaman will now be working out of Pastor McFarland’s office (phone ext. 112) and Pastor 
McFarland will be working out of the Finance office downstairs (phone ext. 114) during the BLOOM expansion project this fall. 

IT’S FINALLY HAPPENING! Let’s move those walls! Laborers for Christ needs church and school volunteers to help with the        
construc)on of our new elevator, narthex and office expansions. Sign-up sheets, skills and volunteer agreement forms are located 
on a table out in the narthex area. If you have any ques)ons, please contact Sharon Norris at 236-3957. The more who volunteer 
the quicker this project build will fly! Let’s get ‘er done! 

“Ah, Nuts!” LWML members heard that a lot last year, when all our pecans were sold before everyone got what they wanted. To 
avoid that happening to you, please look for the sign-up sheets, and place your orders. This year, we will have: Dark Chocolate 
Covered Pecans and Milk Chocolate Covered Pecans, both for $12 a bag. We will also have: Large Pieces, Small Pieces, and Halves 
which will be $10 a bag. Pecans have been named a very healthy nut, so not only does your purchase help LWML to give to worthy 
causes through out the year, but it also contributes to your well-being and taste buds. 

The Family Ministry Team invites you to visit their webpage at emmanuellutheran.info. Volunteer job descrip)ons have been  
posted along with contact informa)on. There are many opportuni)es to serve our congrega)on and other agencies. We need 
your help. Contact Lisa Baldwin for more informa)on at rtbaldwin2@charter.net or 628-9537. 

Do you think you might have Sleep Apnea? Would you be willing to have an overnight sleep study? Emmanuel member Janet 
Benne/ is doing research to support that her non-invasive sleep program helps reduce sleep apnea. If you are interested in being 
a part of this exci)ng discovery, please contact Janet at 667-9888 for more informa)on. Imagine geSng a good night’s sleep. 

Shaggies will gather on Saturday, October 8 at 6:00 pm at James and Colleen Leyva’s home for an early “Oktoberfest.” Bring a side 
dish or dessert. Meat and beverages will be provided. First )me? Don’t bring a thing and there’s no charge for you! We would love 
to have you. Call 684-5440 for more info. Please RSVP or sign-up in the narthex. 

Lutheran World Relief School Kits—THANK YOU! Thank you Emmanuel members, for dona)ng items for 35 complete School Kits. 
Thanks to those who sewed the colorful cloth drawstring bags. LWR sends a truck through North Carolina in Mid-November to 
pick up Quilts, Personal Care Kits, School Kits, Baby Care Kits, Soap and Fabric Kits created by volunteers. Last year 213,350 School 
Kits were distributed world-wide by LWR. 

9th Graders:  Catechism instruc)on meets on Sunday evenings at 5:45 pm in the narthex. The Rite of Confirma)on will be         
received on Sunday, December 4, during the 11:00 Liturgical service. 

LWML: Please join us at our October LWML mee)ng on Tuesday, October the 4th, in the Media Center of the CEC.  In addi)on to 
our regular ac)vi)es of refreshments, devo)ons and serving our Lord, we will have a special guest.  Lisa Baldwin, who is a          
Representa)ve on the Buncombe County School Board, will join us to share her work on that en)ty, and what it is all about.  We 
look forward to our )me together and to learn more about each other and our community. 

Leisurites: Our next mee)ng will be at 11:15 am at Bella Vista (55 Piney Mountain Drive, Asheville) on Tuesday, October 18. Please 
see details on the sign-up sheet on the narthex hallway bulle)n board. All are welcome—for more informa)on about Leisurites, 
please contact Irene Kaeding at 687-7821. 
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Groups 
Helping Hands for October is Carol Bruckner and Kathy Ridgeway. If you know of a need, please contact them or the church.  You 
may retrieve your serving dishes from the cabinet labeled “Helping Hands” in the church kitchen. 

Monday Night Bible Study meets on Mondays at 7:00 pm in room 104. For more informa)on, please contact Marge Hansel at 
670-8975.  

The Outreach Singers sing for local nursing home facili)es, rescue missions and prison ministries approximately once a month.  
For more informa)on, please contact Doug or Martha Greene at 669-0212. Next visit: Friday, October 28 at 6:30 pm at Buncombe 
County Correc)onal.  Carpoolers—please meet at the church parking lot at 6:00 pm. 

Women’s Bible Study group led by Deb DeBerry meets on Wednesdays at 9:00 am in room 104. All women are welcome!  

Pastor's Small Group Mee�ngs are on Mondays and Wednesdays at 12:45 pm in room 104. For more informa)on, please contact 
Pastor McFarland at pastormcfarland@elcsmail.org.  

Nordmeyer Small Group Study meets at 6:30 pm on Mondays at their home in Haw Creek (call 512-789-1314 for direc)ons). 

Greene/McMahan Small Group Study meets at 6:30 pm on Mondays in the church youth room.   

Schallhorn Small Group Study meets on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm at their home (call 667-4112 for direc)ons).   

Kaeding Small Group Study meets on Mondays at 7:00 pm at their home (call 687-7821 for direc)ons).  

Genesis II meets at 10:30 am in room 104 every second Monday of the month. For more info, contact Jean S)emke at 299-1534.  

Cub Scouts meet on different days/)mes of the week depending on the age group. For more info, contact Julie Strum at 665-9030.  

Girl Scouts meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 3:15. There are four different age levels offered. If you would like 
for your daughter/granddaughter to be a part of this enriching opportunity, contact McKenzie Koon at 298-4488 for more details.  

LWML meets on the first Tuesday of the month in the media center. For more info, please contact Elaine Schallhorn at 667-4112.  

Shelter Meals: On the first, second, third and fiEh Monday of every month, Emmanuel provides lunch for the local ABCCM men’s 
veteran shelter ministry. If you would like to help out with cooking or serving, please contact Judith Walter at 545-3097. 

Bushwhackers: We need volunteers to help keep down growing weeds, plant and prune shrubs and trees, mulch beds and to    
maintain our greenway. We gather the 3rd Saturday of each month (except Dec-March.) from 8:00am–12:00. Please contact Gerry 
Hardesty (299-3315) for more informa)on. 

Church Choir meets on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm in the music room. Please contact Kevin Lorenz for more informa)on if you are 
interested in joining.  

Handbells meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the music room. Please contact Kevin Lorenz for more informa)on, or if you are 
interested in joining.  

Linus Blankets: Providing security through blankets. Blankets created in Buncombe County go to thirty different agencies, such as 
hospitals, shelters, police/fire/sheriff departments, etc.  Our group meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month in the church Fellow-
ship Hall from 1:30-3:00 pm. Best part—no sewing! Just bring a pair of scissors. For more info, contact Marge Hansel at 670-8975. 

Friday-Sunday, October 14-16—JUNIOR YOUTH FALL RETREAT—Our fall retreat will be again at Whisper Mountain. Whisper 
Mountain is “tucked away in the Western part of North Carolina; a small-sized ministry exits with a big-sized purpose! As a Youth 
Camp, Backpacking and Retreat facility, the groups and individuals that come to our 130 acres find the beauty to be peaceful, the 
and adventure purposeful and the )me away refreshing and meaningful!” 

Saturday, November 5—Manna Food Bank—Junior Youth will meet at Manna Food Bank at 8:45 am. We will serve from 9-12 pm. 

Friday-Sunday, November 11-13—SENIOR YOUTH FALL RETREAT—In Cary, North Carolina. Contact Pastor Mark Seaman at the 
church for more details. 

Junior Youth 
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Birthdays  
October 1 Suzanne Bowie 
 Frankie Milner 
October 3 James Leyva 
 Doug McCormac 
 Cyndi Slocumb 
October 4 Richard Bell 
 Marjorie Locke 
October 5 Amy Bair 
 Jonathan Burroughs 
 Bryce Gleason 
 Gail Johnson 
October 7 Tammy Buckner 
October 10 Melanie Hensley 
October 11 Luke Black 
 Edwin Schroeder 

October 12 Jus)ne Blaylock 
October 13 Glenn Nickerson 
October 14 Don Baker 
 Brady Clark 
October 14 Helen Janisko 
 Bertha Mertens 
October 15 Judith Fastenau 
October 16 Irene Kaeding 
 Wya/ Ridgeway 
October 17 Braxton Fitzgerald 
October 18 Nancy Jankowski 
October 19 Morgan Bouvet 
 Griffin Groh 
 Karyn Staicar 
October 20 Marvin Freeman 

October 20 John Gillan 
 Minnie Hollar 
 Drew Thorp 
October 23 Nicholas Mello 
 Elnora Peterson 
October 26 Floyd Guy 
 Cynthia Hensley 
October 29 Richard Baldwin 
 Taylor Baldwin 
 Marie Jindrak 
October 30 Clark Bonvillain 
 Karl Koon 
 Andy Strum 
 
 

Anniversaries 
October 1 Peter and Sherry Rauschenplat 
 Jim and Shari Reaves 
October 2 Paul and Andre Benson 
October 6 Regina and Paul Haas 
October 7 Doug and Ellie McCormac 
October 8 Doug and Martha Greene 
October 10 Arthur and Kathy Gillespie 
October 11 Thomas and Tracey Rich 
October 12 Kellie and Eric Bouvet 
October 14 Lee and Toni Poppy 
 Damian and Maleika Simoneaux 

Caregiver Corner—For those who provide care for a loved one 

Can’t Get to a Worship Service on Sunday? 

Your loved one can hear a spirit-inspired message by a Lutheran pastor at www.lutheranhour.org at any )me.   Sermons are based 
on the Bible readings for the day/season.   Listen to the current sermon or an archived message.  (This is an audio message, not 
video.) 

Would You Like a Newspaper with Your Morning Cup of Coffee? 

The Na)onal Federa)on of the Blind offers free access to hundreds of newspapers and magazines via phone. If your loved one is 
blind or unable to read newsprint due to a disability, visit www.n�.org or call (866) 504-7300 for informa)on about NFB-
NEWSLINE.    

God’s Word 

“…I am God, your God…call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me.”  Psalm 50: 7, 15 

October 18 Bobby and Jo Howard 
October 19 Steve and Janet Hollar 
October 21 Bruce and Julie Strum 
October 22 Seth and Brenda Baker 
October 23 Carol and Max Cook 
 Seth and Kris)ne Nordmeyer 
October 26 Harold and Sabrina Neuenkirchen 
October 27 Ronald and Cheryl Wills 
October 30 Darrell and Stephanie Hanson 
 James and Mary Lawson 
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Upcoming Events 

10/4  ELS Portrait Retakes in the gym 
10/5  Middle school service project at Manna Food Bank 
10/22  Oktoberfest 
10/24-25 Volleyball Tournament 
10/24  Red Ribbon Week begins; campaign against drugs in our community 
10/31  Teacher in-service day; No School 
 

Celebra�on  

The school children, in partnership with the LWML, created birthday cards for special church member Helen Rudisill.  It was a    
delight to surprise her with over 100 hand-craEed birthday cards for her 100th birthday! 

Welcome  

We welcome Mrs. Debbie Cate as a new teacher to ELS.  She is teaching Grades 5 & 6, replacing outgoing teacher Mrs. Tanya 
Schmelzle.  Please welcome her to the Emmanuel family. 

LCEF IRAs Work for LCMS—Now, You in Retirement 
If you are not yet taking distribu)ons from your individual re)rement account (IRA), you may think that money just sits in the    
account, wai)ng to be used for your re)rement dreams. But if your IRA is invested with LCEF, your money is hard at work now. 
Your IRA can be earning you two dividends: one for your future and one for the future of the Church. For more informa)on, check 
the website at www.lcef.org or call 800-843-5233. 

Holy Trinity Bristol, Virginia 
Holy Trinity of Bristol, Virginia started out about twelve years ago as a Mission Church sponsored by us (Emmanuel Lutheran). For 
most of that )me (around 10 years) three re)red pastors of our congrega)on (Pastor Hansel, Pastor Budke and Pastor Kaeding) 
joined Pastor Udi of Hendersonville and served Holy Trinity by driving up there and conduc)ng their Sunday services. The choir and 
other members of Emmanuel visited Holy Trinity on occasions. Holy Trinity started out with about 6-8 members. 18 months ago 
Holy Trinity called Pastor Kangas because they had saved around sixty thousand plus dollars over those years. While that is a large 
sum of money with the fringe benefits LCMS requires for pastors and teachers Pastor Kangas ended up with a salary around 
$36,000. He has a family of four including his mother who is a widow of an LCMS pastor. The congrega)on has grown to an a/end-
ance of 35. (They are about half way there. They need a Sunday a/endance of 60-70 to become a fully self-sufficient congrega-
)on.) However, it costs money to reach the unchurched as we all know. Holy Trinity is strapped for cash and Pastor Kangas is able 
to barely make ends meet. All the Pastors and their congrega)ons of our circuit support their efforts and pray that they will       
succeed. Therefore, Emmanuel decided that our congrega)on should know about Holy Trinity’s progress and anyone who would 
like to help the believers in Bristol grow could do so by sending a giE to them at Holy Trinity, P.O. Box 17271, Bristol, Virginia. 

El Salvador Mission Trip-Almas Unidas 
Lisa Greene will be returning to Casa Moraga on Nov 8th with a video crew from Capital One to shoot a feature story about the 
work we have been sponsoring here at Emmanuel.  Please keep this trip and this great opportunity to let others know about the 
opportuni)es to help improve the lives of these young girls in your prayers. Please consider dona)ng money, 2-3 yard   pieces of 
fabric for sewing shirts, shorts, or other sewing no)ons (scissors, needles, fancy bu/ons etc).  Please make your check out to Al-
mas Unidas-Hearts United mail to 1030 Redfield Drive, Clyde NC 28721 or to Emmanuel Lutheran Church with “El Salvador” in the 
memo line. Please have dona)ons in to the church for pick-up by November 6. Thanks for all your prayers and support! 
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www.emmanuellutheran.info 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rev. Dr. Michael McFarland, Pastor 

Rev. Mark Seaman, Associate Pastor 
Sunday School & Bible Classes —9:45 am 

Sunday Liturgical Worship Services —8:30 and 11:00 am 
Praise & Worship Service —11:00 am (gym) 

Wednesday Communion Service —Noon 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
Luke Schmelzle, Principal 

Caroline Marino, Early Childhood Director 
Infant / Toddler Care / Pre-School for 2-4 year olds 

Kindergarten through Grade 8 

51 Wilburn Place, Asheville, North Carolina 28806 
Phone: 828-252-1795 (church) / 828-281-8182 (school) 

FAX: 828-285-0064 
email: churchoffice@elcsmail.org (church) 

schooloffice@elcsmail.org (school) 

October 2011 Echoes 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Save us the stamp—sign-up for electronic delivery 
today! Just go to our website and sign-up at the 
bottom of the home page. 

Opera�on Christmas Child is an exci)ng project of Samaritan’s Purse that demonstrates God’s love to needy children through giE-
filled shoe boxes. Caring individuals and groups fill shoe boxes with toys, school supplies, and other needed 

items. With the help of compassionate people around the world, we deliver the boxes to 
millions of children affected by war, poverty, disease, and disaster. The shoe box giEs are a 

tremendous blessing to hur)ng boys and girls, most of whom have never received any 
Christmas presents. They open doors to introduce children and their families to God’s greatest giE, 
Jesus Christ, and many lives are changed for eternity. Emmanuel Lutheran Church and School will be 
par)cipa)ng in this worthy project this holiday season. Please bring your filled boxes to church on 

Sunday, November 6th or 13th. This program is being sponsored by Emmanuel Lutheran School, 
thank you for your support! 

Operation Christmas Child 

Laborers for Christ—Saturday Lunches 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO FEED the Laborers for Christ Saturday Lunches—Please sign-up on the sheet on the table in the narthex. 
Lunch Time will be at 12:00. Contact Sharon Norris for more information at 236-3957. We will need a lot of hands in different capacities 
helping out with the church expansion over the next several months—if you are not good with a hammer and nails, here’s a good way to 
help! Thank you! 


