
ELC Food Pantry (Grab-n-Go, VRQ, & Costello) : 
The week ending on Sunday 12/08:  

84 families & 341 souls 

Upcoming Week—Member Celebrations! 

Birthdays: 12/15 John Meyer; 12/16 Bob Allen; 
12/18 Jim Clark, Jo Kitchen; 12/20 Tracey Car-
penter, Barb Peterson; 12/21 Dan Charlson 

Anniversaries:12/15 James & Tracey Carpenter;  
12/15 Kevin & Christ Lorenz;  
12/19  Vaughn & Marilynne Stinson  

Previous Week’s Services: Attendance & Stats 
 

 

On-Campus Attendance        Online Views/Hits: 
 8:30am— 68 ,  11am— 74  Website:    27 
 Wednesday— 15               Facebook: 33 

Previous  Week’s Offerings 
General Offering received:                  $           9,141.47 
Building Funds Received:                     $              736.88 
*General Weekly Offering needed:     $   (12,817.31)* 

Church Staff: 
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Skopak 
Director of Christian Education: Alexi Lundquist 
Church Office Administrator: Leigh Horsley 
Hospitality Ministry : Shirley Parker 
Praise & Worship Music Director: Heather Meulenberg  
Organist: Lula Meulenberg 
Digital Media Coordinator: Peter Linton 

School K-8 
School Principal:  Mark Edmiston 
School Admin. Assistant:  Shari Reaves 
Assistant Principal/: Denise Ball 
Director of Admissions: Emily Leatherwood 
Business Administrator: Gail Thomas 
Kindergarten:  Kim Noel & Jamie Wertham 
First Grade:  Rachel Graves & Mackenzie Knapp 
Second Grade:  Mindy Stackhouse 
Third Grade: Kiara Studer 
Fourth Grade: Chelsey Towery 
Fifth Grade: Emily Lundquist 
MS Science/Social Studies:  Steve Lehrer 
MS Math:  Jenelle Lanham 
Floating Aid, 2nd-4th grades:  Cathy Whittemore 
PE/Athletic Director:  Jennifer Jenkins  “Coach J”  
K-8 Art:  Tammy Reilly 
Music & Spanish:  A.L. Brown 
Cafeteria:  Mackenzie Knapp 
Maintenance:  Dale Emory 

Early Childhood Education: 
Director:  Nicole Loria 
Admin Assist: Carolyn Mashburn 
Kitchen/Cook:  Kristen Warren  
Younger Infants: Neesie Castillo & Paula Jones 
Older Infants:  Becky Swatzell & Daja Harper 
Toddlers 1:  Lindsey Smathers & Ivy Robles 
Toddler2:  Melissa Beard & Taylor Phillips 
PS2:  Tasia Davis & Shaalon Johnson 
PS3:  Mallory Swaney & Hydeia Beck 
PS3/4: Robin Rutherford & DeAsia Little 
PreK-1: Madison Peach & Cleo Green 
PreK-2: Beth Brock & Crystal McCormick 
Floating Aid:  Felesia Norton  

WEEKLY CALENDAR  

Monday, December 16—N/A 
Tuesday, December  17 
9:30am Linus Blanket Group (Narthex) 
6:30pm K-8 ELS Christmas Program (Gym) 

Wednesday, December 18 
12:00pm  Noon Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
12:30pm  Fellowship Lunch (narthex) 
1:30pm Women’s Bible Study Group (rm #111) 
6:00 pm  Advent Soup/Bread supper (Narthex) 
7:00pm   Advent Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

Thursday, December 19 
6:30pm  ELC Choir practice (Sanctuary) 
Friday,  December 20 
ECE Christmas Program 
Early Release for all school 
Saturday,  December 21 
10:00am  Women's Prayer Group (rm# 111) 

Sunday, December 22 
8:30am Traditional/Liturgical Worship Service) 
9:45am Kid’s Sunday School (room# 017) 
11:00am Blended Worship Service 
Prayer Ministry support (Altar/Lectern) 
Food Pantry OPEN 

            Sunday December 15, 2024 
Third Sunday in Advent 

 

                     8:30am Traditional Worship   
             11:00am  Blended Worship 

  

www.emmanuellutheran.info 
 

Our Vision:   
Fully Engaged, Biblically Passionate,  

Driven to Serve 

BOARD of DIRECTORS:   
Peter Renner (Chair & Elder Rep.), Rojeanous Rush (V-Chair),     
Steve Ude (Parish), Deb DeBerry (School), Stephen Taylor 
(Outreach),  Neil Pursley (Music/Worship), Eugene Edwards 
(Family), & Ed Lopez (Youth) 
 

 Signs of the Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                   Luke 7:18-35 
 



Sunday—December 15th, 2024 
Third Sunday in Advent 

 

9:45am Classes: 
                      Adult Sunday School “Merry Gospels” (Fellowship Hall, Pastor Gillespie) 

              Kid’s Sunday School (Room# 017, Kay Thorp) 
 
 

 

Directly after church: 
Prayer Support Ministry (sanctuary, The Baldwins)  

 The Food Pantry is closed 
 

 

                  Today’s Altar Flower Arrangement is given to the Glory of God by: 
                  Kevin & Christi Lorenz —in honor of their Wedding Anniversary today! 

Call to Worship:    Advent Jubilate 
#307725 Words and Music - ©2019 Hal Leonard Corporation (select catalogs) 
Contributors: John Parker, Victoria Schwarz. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn:  LSB 341  
 Lift Up Your heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
 
Invocation:  page 184 
 
Confession and Absolution:  page 184,185 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath (See Inser t) 
 
Salutation and Collect:  Page 189 
 
Old Testament :  Zephaniah 3:14-20 (page 190) 
 

Epistle: Philippians 4:4-7 (Responses page 190) 
 

The Holy Gospel:  Luke 7:18-28 (page 190,191) 
 

Children’s Message 
 
Sermon Hymn: LSB 345  
 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding  
 
Sermon: Signs of the Kingdom (Luke 7:18-35) 
 
The Apostles’ Creed:  175 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 
Offering 

Offertory:  Page 192,193 
 
Preface:  Page 194 
 

Proper Preface 
 
Sanctus:  Page 195 
 
Lord’s Prayer:  Page 196 
 
Words of Institution:  Page 197 
 
Pax Domini:  197 
 
Agnus Dei:  Page 198 
 
Distribution 
 

Communion Hymns:  LSB 849 Praise the One 
Who Breaks the Darkness 
LSB 737  Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing  
 
Nunc Dimittis:  Page 181 
 
Thanksgiving:  Page 200, 201 
 
Post-Communion Collect:  Page 199,200 
 
Salutation and Benedicamus:  Page 201,202 
 
Benediction:  Page 202 
 

Closing Hymn: LSB 803   
 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  

8:30am Traditional Worship Outline (DS3) 

Today’s Servers! Prayer Support Team:   
Rich & Lisa Baldwin 
 

Sound & Tech Crew:   
8:30am:  Heather M. & Peter L. 
11:00am: Peter L. &  Paige H.  
 

Altar Guild:    
8:30am:  Dana Novak 
11:00am:  Margo R. & Edith W. 
 

Offering Counters:   
David & Traci Meyer 

 8:30am 11:00am 

Acolyte Eli Allen Ivana Lopez 

Lector Scott Hausman Ed Lopez 

Ushers 
Dirk & Kathryn  

Wilmoth 
Tommy Ridgeway  
& Mark Salsieder 

Communion 
Rich & Amy Bair 

Joel Helms* &    
Lary Schulhof 

Elder Kevin Lorenz Joel Helms* 

Midweek Advent Services 
12/18, this Wednesday 
Week 3, last one! 
 
12pm & 7pm 

12:30pm Fellowship Lunch 
6:00pm   Soup Supper 



 

12-15-2024 “Signs of the Kingdom” 
Luke 7:18-35 

 

John the Baptist was at a ____________ moment in his life.  When we 
read this story of John and Jesus, we are able to learn a great deal about 

living in a _______________ with God and what the 
 Kingdom of God is like 

I. ____________ 
 A. IF anyone should have known Jesus was the  
 ___________ it should have been John the Baptist 
  1. He knew from his mother’s _______ 
  2. Luke ______ 
  3. He witnessed the Holy Spirit _________ upon 
   Jesus in the waters of the Jordan River 
  4. Still, John sends his disciples to ask Jesus “Are you 
   the one who is come, or are we to wait for  
   ______________?” 
 B. John was _______________ by Herod 
  1. Sitting in a cold, dark cell can play tricks on the 
   _________ 
  2. Also, Jesus was not the kind of “_____________” 
   John had expected 
   a. No overthrowing _____________ 
   b. No visible sign of a new earthly  
    ______________ 
   c. Because of John’s expectations he was 
    __________ to what was really going on 
    with Jesus 
 C. There are many around us who see ______________ and 
  question why God hasn’t interceded 
  1. God isn’t doing what they _________ God to do 
  2. When God doesn’t act as we expect it can cause 
   us to _____________ our faith 
II. Looking for _____________ 
 A. John was looking for a _____________ Messiah 
  1. The people who came out to _______ Jesus  
   wanted to see divine power 
  2. They wanted ___________ and healings 

  3. However, those things were secondary to the 
   teaching of Law and Gospel, Sin and __________ 
 B. We too can be _____________ by power 
  1. Power doesn’t necessarily bring ___________ 
  2. Jesus replaces power with ________ 
  3. The Kingdom of God is not a kingdom of power - 
   it is a ____________ of love 
  4. Lives are changed and worlds are ______ by love 
 
      III. ______________ of the Kingdom 
 A. Love was _______________ its transforming power 
  1. Lives were being made _______ 
  2. Jesus tells John’s disciples to __________ around 
   and see what was happening 
   a. The __________ received sight 
   b. The _________ walked 
   c. The __________ could hear 
   d. The _________ were raised 
   e. The kingdom of God was being  
    ______________ at an individual level 
 B. God was _____________ in surprising ways 
  1. God continues to ______________ us 
  2. God is working through people to   
   _____________ lives and bless people 
  3. The kingdom of God is being______________ in 
   our midst 
 

Seeing life from a new 
_______________ and being 

open to God’s surprises, we 
are able to carry out Jesus’ 
instructions.  They are, “Go 

and tell what you have seen 
and ___________.”   In other 
words, be _____________ to 

what God is doing 



Page 1 of 8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS WE GATHER      
Are you feeling the joy? At this point in the month of December, studies show that many people 
are not feeling joy. Many people are feeling overwhelmed as they approach Christmas, feeling 
stressors that include not having enough money, missing loved ones, and anticipating family 
conflict. No matter how we come to our time of worship today, even if stressed, distracted, and 
frazzled, what great timing to hear what God speaks to us in this season and each day. From all 
our Readings today, we hear of joy! It is a joy not based on our own momentary perspectives of 
how things should go, but rather a joy from God’s eternal perspective for our sake and what has 
freely been done for us. As our Advent season continues, may our true joy be found in the one 
for whom we prepare—Christ, who was born for us and who is with us and for us and is today in 
our midst as He comes to us in the means of grace. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    "Advent Jubilate"  
 #307725 Words and Music - ©2019 Hal Leonard Corporation (select catalogs) Contributors: John Parker, Victoria Schwarz. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING SONG     Midnight Clear (Love Song) 
(Verse 1) 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold 
Peace on the earth good will to men, from heaven's all gracious King 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing 
(Chorus) 
Glory to God in the highest, glory to God evermore 
Good news great joy for all 
Melody breaks through the silence, Christ the Savior is born 
Jesus the love song of God 
(Verse 2) 
Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled 
And still their heavenly music floats, through all the weary world 
And man at war with man hears not, the love song which they bring 
O hush the noise and cease the strife, and hear the angels sing 
(Sing Chorus Again)>(Sing Chorus Again) 
(Ending) 
Jesus the love song of God  © 2015 © Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Sixsteps 
Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Worship Together Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Alletrop Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.), and Remaining portion is unaffiliated 
 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

                  Sunday December15th, 2024 
Third Sunday in Advent 

 

11:00am Blended Worship 
  

 

https://www.onelicense.net/my-reports/manage/397089/3773675
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH John 1:5, 9; 15:10–11; Psalm 100:1–5 
Pastor: We light our third Advent candle as we prepare for the arrival of the Savior, who 

would come to His people in human flesh and who promises to come again. In a world 
of darkness, a light shines. Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 

People:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Pastor:  The third, pink Advent candle has been known as the shepherd candle or the candle 

of joy. The third Sunday of Advent is known also as Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete in Latin 
means “rejoice,” as found in Philippians 4:4. We find our joy in Christ this season and 
always as we prepare to celebrate His birth. Jesus affirms the joy found only in Him as 
we remain connected to Him: “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My 
love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. These 
things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”  

People: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
Pastor: Guided by the light of joy, we respond with the psalmist: “Make a joyful noise to the 
 Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into His presence with singing! 
People: Know that the Lord, He is God! It is He who made  us, and we are His; we are His 
 people, and the sheep of His pasture. 
Pastor: Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! 
People: Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 
Pastor: For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever, 
People: and His faithfulness to all generations.” 
     Three Advent candles are lit. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION         Philippians 4:4–7 
Pastor: As we gather today to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, we 
  come before Him as people who are broken by an imperfect world, burdened by  
  sin, and bearing guilt for the things we have done and the things we have left  
  undone. In the midst of our condition, the Word of God speaks to us. In today’s  
  Epistle, we hear, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.” 
People: We confess we do not rejoice in everything; instead, we let the weight of this  
  world bring us down. Instead of seeing all good things from Your hand, at times  
  we focus on that which does not give You glory nor bring lasting joy to our lives.  
Pastor: “Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand.” 
People: We confess we have at times been unreasonable in our relationships with others 
  and in our relationship with You. Our witness to Your grace has faltered. 
Pastor: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication  
  with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”      (continues) 
People: We confess we have been anxious about our sin and our circumstances of life.  
  Create in us a clean heart and renew in us a right spirit that we may abide in Your 
  love and that Your joy may be in us, and our joy may be full. 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
  you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I therefore forgive 
  you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts  
  and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
People: Amen. 
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SALUTATION 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.          
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of 
  our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Zephaniah 3:14–20   (The joy and restoration of God’s people) 
 

14Sing, Daughter Zion; 
    shout aloud, Israel! 
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
    Daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The Lord has taken away your punishment, 
    he has turned back your enemy. 
The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; 
    never again will you fear any harm. 
16 On that day 
    they will say to Jerusalem, 
“Do not fear, Zion; 
    do not let your hands hang limp. 
17 The Lord your God is with you, 
    the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in you; 
    in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 
    but will rejoice over you with singing.” 

18 “I will remove from you 
    all who mourn over the loss of your 
appointed festivals, 
    which is a burden and reproach for you. 
19 At that time I will deal 
    with all who oppressed you. 
I will rescue the lame; 
    I will gather the exiles. 
I will give them praise and honor 
    in every land where they have suffered 
shame. 
20 At that time I will gather you; 
    at that time I will bring you home. 
I will give you honor and praise 
    among all the peoples of the earth 
when I restore your fortunes[a] 
    before your very eyes,” says the Lord. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.        
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
EPISTLE Philippians 4:4–7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord.   
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah%203%3A14%E2%80%9320%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22841a
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 7:18–28 (29–35) (Messengers from John the Baptist) 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them to the 
Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” 20 When the 
men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to 
come, or should we expect someone else?’” 21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had 
diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to 
the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive 
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy[a] are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on 
account of me.” 24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 25 If not, 
what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive 
clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written:“‘I will send my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 28 I tell you, among those born 
of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he.” 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.        People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON SONG    King of Kings 
(Verse 1) 
In the darkness we were waiting, without hope, without light 
Till from Heaven You came running, there was mercy in Your eyes 
To fulfil the law and prophets, to a virgin came the Word 
From a throne of endless glory, to a cradle in the dirt 
(Chorus) 
Praise the Father, Praise the Son, Praise the Spirit three in one 
God of Glory, Majesty, Praise forever to the King of kings            
(Verse 2) 
To reveal the kingdom coming, and to reconcile the lost 
To redeem the whole creation, you did not despise the cross 
For even in Your suffering, You saw to the other side 
Knowing this was our salvation, Jesus for our sake You died 
(Sing the Chorus) 
(Verse 3) 
And the morning that You rose, all of heaven held its breath 
Till that stone was moved for good, for the Lamb had conquered death 
And the dead rose from their tombs, and the angels stood in awe 
For the souls of all who'd come, to the Father are restored 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%207%3A18%E2%80%9328%09&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25218a
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(Verse 4) 
And the Church of Christ was born, then the Spirit lit the flame 
Now this Gospel truth of old, shall not kneel shall not faint 
By His blood and in His Name, in His freedom I am free 
For the love of Jesus Christ, who has resurrected me 
(Sing the Chorus) 
Praise forever to the King of Kings 
 
SERMON      “Signs of the Kingdom”   (Luke 7:18-35) 
 
CREED Nicene Creed 
  C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY SONG    O Little Town Of Bethlehem    (LSB 361) 
(Verse 1)     O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie 
  Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by 
  Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting Light 
  The hopes and fears of all the years, are met in thee tonight 
 

(Verse 3)  How silently how silently, the wondrous gift is given 
  So God imparts to human hearts, the blessings of His heaven 
  No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin 
  Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in 
 

(Verse 4)  O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray 
  Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today 
  We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell 
  O come to us abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel     
    © Public Domain | CCLI Song # 27879 -- CCLI License # 1072854 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:   Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and out of perfect love sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 
bear our sin and be our Savior who we look to, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Instill in us the joy of 
receiving Your healing grace through Christ’s body and blood given and shed for us. 

People:  Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
Pastor:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS       
   LSB 849      “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

    With a liberating light; 
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 
    Turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 
    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands 
    With the very Bread of peace. 

 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children 
    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 
Praise the One who drove out demons 
    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water 
    To the desert’s burning sand; 
From this Well comes living water, 
    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 

 
3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, 

    Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose victorious 
    That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, 
    Seeing what our God has done; 
Let us praise the true Redeemer, 
    Praise the One who makes us one. 

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004210 
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 LSB 340    “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 
1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 

Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; 
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise 
Your joyful songs of praise. 

 

2 A righteous Helper comes to thee; 
His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings; 
Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
To Christ the Savior raise 
Your grateful hymns of praise. 

 

3     How blest the land, the city blest, 
       Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
       O peaceful hearts and happy homes 
       To whom this King in triumph comes! 
                          (Continues) 

      To whom this King in triumph comes! 
The cloudless sun of joy is He 
Who comes to set His people free. 
To God the Spirit raise 
Your happy shouts of praise. 

 
 

4 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
Make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in 
And new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise 
For word and deed and grace! 

 

5 Redeemer, come and open wide 
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; 
Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 
Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame 
We offer to Thy name.       Text: Public domain 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
 this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
 through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People:    Amen. 
 
CLOSING SENTENCES John 1:5, 9 
Pastor: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
People: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
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CLOSING SONG       Love Comes Down  
(Verse 1) 
I'm searching for a king and kingdom, here among the beggars and the weak 
The broken and redeemed 
(Verse 2) 
I'm finding grace beyond all measure 
In flesh and blood He hides His majesty, inside of you and me 
Why would a king do such a thing? 
(Chorus 1) 
Isn't it beautiful? Isn't it marvelous? The God of the universe, He became one of us 
We cry out and then, love comes down again. Faith is found in Him, hallelujah! 
(Verse 3) 
Oh glorious beyond all measure, bending low to wash His traitor's feet 
People just like me 
(Verse 4) 
A long awaited friend and Savior, hidden in such tiny treasure for all 
Hope within a stall 
Why would a king do such a thing? 
Chorus 2 
Isn't it beautiful? Isn't it marvelous? The God of the universe, He became one of us 
We cry out and then, love comes down again. Hope is found in Him, hallelujah! 
(Interlude):   Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
(Bridge) 
So sing, sing for faith, sing for hope; sing for what great love has done 
What was lost He has found, sing it out oh 
Chorus 3 
Isn't it beautiful? Isn't it marvelous? The God of the universe, He became one of us 
We cry out and then, love comes down again. Glory’s found in Him, hallelujah! 
Ending: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
© Thankyou Music, spiritandsong.com, River Oaks Music Company, worshiptogetther.com songs, Unknown, and Songs of Razor and Tie CCLI Song # 5553633 -- CCLI 
License # 1072854 1 
 



 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE WITH LONG-TERM AILMENTS or CANCER : 

 Lorenzo Lopez 
 Amy Skopak 
 Mary Hufnagle 
 Shirley Parker 
 Marilyn Saylor 
 Diana Hempell 
 Emily Nieting   
 Cynthia Cline 
 Helen Cline 
 Marjorie Locke 
 Ken Treadway 
 Mike Walker 
 Julia Kearley 
 C.J. Reece 
 Mike Fastenau 

 Peg Hardesty 

 Gloria Spude 

 Ray Bailey 

 Pete Rauschenplat  
Elsie Lankford (S. Pruett’s mother) 
Sharon Pruett ( J. Preutt’s mother) 

Muriel Williams (S.Edward’s friend)  
Don Young (P/CJ Reece) 
Hubert Hicks (C.Cline’s friend)  
Ann Melious (P/H McCarthy family) 
Carol Harris (S.Ude’s friend) 
Robin Worley (J.Kearley’s friend) 
Antonia Simpson (L.Meulenberg’s friend 
Keith Haynes (R.Rush’s friend) 
Virginia Lopez (E. Lopez’s mother)     
Melinda Condrey (Hufnagle’s friend)  
Chris Alstrin (L.Schulhof’s friend)  
Garret Reiser (R/Dee Gordon’s family)  
Becky Presley (S.Brock’s friend) 
Janice (L.. Giese’s friend)   
Jan Williams (C. Waites Mother) 
Debbie Henderson  (J. Groh, friend)  
Lynn Case-Scott (S.Buckner’s friend) 
Becky Banks  (R. Rush)   
Ralph Ector, Jr & Snr (S.Edward’s, family) 
Carolyn & Keith Hembree (C. Cline,friend) 
Jennie Buckner (C.Cline’s neighbor) 

Emmanuel Lutheran Prayer List 
The Week of December 15th 2024  

  These are people in need of prayers this week. “Lord Jesus we  
 commend into Your hands the needs of people that go through  
 challenges of many kinds. You know their  joys, troubles,   
 illnesses, and fears. We now commend them to You. 

”Prayers are continual and for good Health, swift Healing & Favor— 
for the afflicted, their families, and friends: 

- Rhonda Bruckner (C.Bruckner, sister-n-law)  Prayers for continued 
                 health improvement.  
 Julia Kearley & Family  Her mother & long-time member, Marqueen 

    Kostenbauder passed away last week. 

 Ken Treadway  @Mission 12/3, port in chest, beginning chemo.  

M 

 Mary Hufnagle  1st cancer treatment was on Monday 12/2 

 

  Steve Taylor:  Crohn’s diagnosis. Prayers for prospering health! 
 Colleen Leyva     Recent CT scan indicated benign cyst! Next,            

        echocardiogram on Dec. 5 (additional finding from CT) 
 

-  Mike Simmons (J.Groh,friend) diagnosed, pancreatic cancer 
 
 

-  Darlene Moore (S.Hanson, daughter) Had pet scan and  
         cancer was found 
 

-  Debby (F. Samuel, sister)  In hospital again w/ infections.  
         Healing prayers please! 

   
 
 

-  Chaplain Kyle Mietzner  (C. Bruckner, nephew)   
           Being deployed with 10th Mountain to the Middle East. 
 
 

  Sharon Pruett   (J. Pruett, son)    Bells palsy 
 
 

  Doug Piercy   Hurt his shoulder. Surgery on 12/17 
 

  = Emmanuel Lutheran Church Members 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church is a praying community! 
We believe the promise of God regarding His Word. Our new prayer  

request cards are located on the bottom of our new attendance cards in 
the sanctuary on the back on the pews. You may also call or email your 

request to the church office at anytime! 

1 Corinthians 10:13: “No temptation has overtaken you except what is 
common to mankind. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide 
a way out so that you can endure it.” 
 

Psalms 107:19-21: “Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and He 
saved them from their distress. He sent out his word and healed them; He 
rescued them from the grave. Let them give thanks to the Lord for His un-
failing love and His wonderful deeds for mankind.” 
 

Exodus 15:26: “He said, ‘If you listen carefully to the Lord your God and do 
what is right in His eyes, if you pay attention to His commands and keep all 
His decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the 
Egyptians, for I am the Lord, who heals you.’” 

 K. Ray Bailey  Ruth Jean Metcalf          Diana Hempel 

 Teenie Smathers       Marjorie Locke  Isabelle Hempel 

 Marilyn Saylor  Helen Cline      

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBER BROTHERS & SISTERS: 


